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LOGISTICS  
Your most important fundraiser will be sending out your brochures/letters. This fundraiser 
will bring in the majority of the funds needed for you to reach your goal. However, you might 
need to do a few extra fundraisers as a team to make sure you meet your financial goals. Here a 
few tips and ideas to help you put together an amazing fundraiser that will be fun for you and 
your team and help you raise funds!  
 
BEFORE FUNDRAISER: 
 You MUST fill out a Fundraiser Permission Form 10 days before the event. Fundraisers 
 on and off campus need approval from the Missions Office before they take place. You 
 will receive an email or phone call from the Office once the fundraiser is approved.  
 
AFTER FUNDRAISER: 
 You MUST fill out a Fundraiser Report Form and turn it into the Office along with the 
 money raised. All forms are available in the Missions Office.  
 

SELLING PRODUCTS 
There are many different products you can sell to help raise funds for your trip. Here are a 
few ideas:  

• Jewelry: Check out Pinterest for design ideas or make bracelets that relate to your trip.  
• Bake Sale: Bake sales are able to raise a lot of money when done right. Make sure to 

take time to bake delicious, appealing desserts, and choose a good location. Sam’s Club 
and Reasor’s have been great places for previous bake sales. Your home or church are 
also great locations to hold bake sales! Remember that food cannot be sold on campus.  

• Team T-shirts: Selling T-shirts is a great way to allow your friends and family to invest in 
your team, while also receiving a fun keepsake. See T-shirt fundraising tips section for 
more information.  
 

*Many items/services are not approved on-campus. Do your best to think off-campus and 
remember to fill out a Fundraiser Permission Form.  
 

SERVICES 
• Car Wash: A car wash can be a fun and exciting fundraiser for you and your team to do 

together! Plan a day that doesn’t coincide with other ORU events. Contact the owners 
of potential locations to see if it is possible to host a car wash on their premises. Local 
churches may allow you to host a car wash after church service on Sunday. Make sure 
you explain the purpose of the car wash. The Missions Office has necessary supplies for 
car washes available for check out! Make sure to advertise on social media prior to the 
event. Invite everyone you know and post signs directing cars towards your car wash.  

• Time Auction: Offer for someone to buy a certain amount of your time and you can help 
with anything they may need help with.  
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• Babysitting/Childcare: Provide babysitting/childcare for parents needing assistance. 
Families are also always looking for babysitting on holidays and date nights. Advertise at 
your team members’ churches and ask if you can use their facilities for a place where all 
the families can bring their kids. Have activities and crafts planned for the kids to 
participate in until parents come back for pick up.  

• Yard Work: Raking leaves, shoveling snow, pulling weeds are all good options. You can 
check out rakes and shovels from the Missions Office!  

• Moving Help: Offer up your moving services to families you know. You and a group of 
team members can help move all the family’s belongings into a moving truck and maybe 
even help them unload. This is a great way to make some money and help out a family.  

 

EVENTS  
Host a special event to help raise funds for your team! Here are a few event ideas:  

• Entertainment Night: From a comedy night to a benefit concert, there are plenty of fun 
options to raise a good amount of money for your team.  

• Thrift Store: Collect gently used, unwanted items from friends and family to create a 
thrift store somewhere on campus such as Fireside.  

• Spaghetti Dinner/Taco Night: These could coincide with ORU events such as before the 
Honors Masquerade. You could also host a dinner on a night when no other events are 
going to avoid competition.   

• Dodgeball/Soccer/Basketball Tournament: Invite college students, high schools, and 
youth groups and charge an entry fee. Be sure to get a trophy or offer a prize for the 
winning team!  

• Partnering with local restaurants: The average for most of these restaurants is 10% of 
sales, while some do 15- 20%. Below are a few of the restaurants that you may consider 
(though there are other good options):  

  
 
 
 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS  
This includes going to a public or private audience to present about your trip and opportunities 
to support you as you go, such as: 

• Speaking in churches  
• Private presentation to small groups  
• Speaking to businesses who might sponsor the cause  

 
 

Church Presentation:  

* Chipotle 
* El Guapo 
* Fuddruckers  
* Genghis Grill  
 

* Panera Bread 
* Peach wave 
* Pei Wei 
* Cheesecake 
Factory  
 

* Qdoba 
* Chick-Fil-A 
* Raising Cane’s  
* Schlotzsky’s  
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There are several churches in the Tulsa area and many of them would love to give to missions. 
Make sure to share your team’s mission and vision. Here are tips on setting up and executing a 
presentation at a local church:  
1) Talk to churches you or members of your team are already involved in. Connect with the 
pastor and ask for opportunities to present the mission and how God is going to use you and 
your team to make a difference.  
2) Create an organized and professional presentation of work you will be doing. Communicate 
sincerity and reliability of the mission.  
3) Honor the people you are talking to and thank them for the opportunity to share.  
4) Promote the mission, not the missionary.  
 

FUNDRAISERS BY SEASON  
FALL: This is holiday season time. Thanksgiving and Christmas are around the corner.  

• Yard cleaning 
• Leaf raking 
• Bake sales 
• Pumpkin sales 
• Selling homemade/store-bought pies  
• Garage sale  
• Selling coupon books  

 
WINTER: Generosity is in the air. Best time to let the funds roll in.  

• Christmas caroling 
• Selling hot chocolate 
• Snow shoveling 
• Candy cane grams 
• Pictures with Santa 
• Gift wrapping 
• Christmas donations to team 
• Selling gift wrap and candy canes  

 
SPRING: A number of odd jobs are available that bring in significant funds.   

• Window cleaning 
• Spring cleaning 
• Fence/curb painting  
• Gardening  
• Car washing 
• Valentine’s Day Polaroid’ 
• Valentine’s Day candy-grams  
• Rose sales  
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OTHER:  
• Haircuts 
• Cracking eggs on the heads of your team 
• Pie in the face 
• Painting nails 
• Sell plasma (If you can give plasma, BioLife in Broken Arrow is a great facility)  

 

T-SHIRT FUNDRAISING TIPS  
WHAT YOU WILL NEED  

• Creativity  
• Square reader  
• Inventory skills  
• An envelope for money  
• Approval from the Missions Office for the shirt design 

 
SCREEN PRINTING IN TULSA  

• Caveman Screen Printing  
• Townsend Marketing 
• Flash Flood Print 
• MEI Labels  
• Rhodes Printing 

 
IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER  

• How many colors are you using?  
o The more colors you use, the more expensive your product will be. 
o If any of your colors within your graphic are the same as your shirt color, you can 

save money by omitting that color and ink in those areas.  
• Do you want front and back printing? 

o Printing on both sides and on sleeves increases the price.  
• How will you submit artwork? 

o If you have someone on your team with Illustrator, Photoshop, Canva, or any 
other design platform, they can create the design on their computer and send it 
to the company via email or internet.  

o If you submit your drawing to the company, they will have to attempt to 
replicate it digitally, which could cause the design to appear slightly off. 
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T-SHIRT FUNDRAISING - ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 
• Note the font you use and have it ready to provide to them in the event that they don’t 

have it. You can download fonts from the internet and submit it with your artwork. 
• Any shirt order above a large is typically around $2 extra. 
• Usually if you make an order of 12 or more shirts you can get a good rate on shirts. 
• Call whatever place you choose to do business with and place your order. It’s good to 

let them know your initiative is not for profit and you may get a discount. If you can 
afford it, add some extra shirts to your order to sell to others who have not bought yet.  

• It takes about a week for shirts to be processed. Complications may arise, so plan 
ahead! 
 

INVENTORY 
First create a working Excel document or use a lined sheet of paper that displays the following: 
the buyer, what shirt (if you have more than one), what sizes, how many, and the total cost.  
 
By using a working inventory, you can see who is buying your shirts and what they are buying. 
This helps if you collect money from people before you give them a shirt, because then you can 
refer to the inventory list when the shirts arrive.  
 
ADVERTISING  
Create a shirt design and ask people in your dorm and on social media what they think. This will 
help find out if people are interested. This alone can generate good feedback and sales from 
people all around the nation.  
 
Use social media sites like Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook to get the word out!  
 
FULFILLING ORDERS  

• When you get the shirts back be sure and check every shirt to make sure there are no 
mistakes on them.  

• Inform customers when their order will be ready for pick up.  
• Whenever you give a shirt to a buyer, make sure to note that on your inventory list or 

somewhere else.  
• People will ask if you already have some printed.  

 
COLLECTING PAYMENT 
Card – It will be important to get a Square reader. They are cheap and you can buy one at 
Walmart or the Apple store for about $5-10. Go to SquareUp.com/reader and you can sign up 
to get a free one!  
 
Cash – If they want to pay immediately, you can take payment and put it in an envelope marked 
MISSIONS SHIRTS. That way it doesn’t get mixed up with anything else. Having people pre-pay 
helps with out of pocket expenses and gives you a greater assurance that they will not back  
out because they have already paid.   
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SELLING & MARKETING YOUR SHIRTS 
*Think off-campus: friends, family, etc.  

• Meet people where they are or set up a time for them to come to a place where many 
of your customers may be (Saga, Hava Java, Hammer, etc.) to get their shirts.  

• Encourage them to take pictures and post them on social media.  
• Reshare their stories and posts. You can also make a collage of several people all 

wearing your shirts, which creates some momentum for your shirt sales.  
 

ON/OFF CAMPUS FUNDRAISING GUIDELINES  
ON CAMPUS  
NOT ALLOWED  

• Selling food of any kind. Be mindful of ORU’s contracts for on campus fundraisers, such 
as with SODEXO. When fundraising, NO food or drinks may be sold on campus if they 
compete with current vendors. 

• Selling ORU merchandise. The fundraiser cannot compete with bookstore. (E.g., no ORU 
shirts for sale) 

 
ALLOWED  

• Pre-wrapped candy that is different from the candy in the bookstore. Can’t impede 
where people walk to and from. The following spaces are available to use if requested in 
advance: outside of Zoppelt, Saga, and in the GC by The Deli.  

• Be mindful of processes and systems: It takes two weeks to get a table or facility 
requested and sometimes extra time to get ideas approved.  

*No selling or solicitation on campus is allowed without written permission from the Vice 
President for Student Life. 
 
OFF CAMPUS  

• As long as it’s legal, within the Honor Code, and appropriate, you will most likely get 
approved.  

• Even if you are going off campus, we ask that you still fill out a Fundraiser Permission 
Form in advance.  

• Please turn in your Fundraiser Report Form with the money you raised.  

 
RESOURCES  
Pinterest - www.pinterest.com/fundraising 
Walmart / Sam’s Club / Reasor’s - Contact about selling baked goods in front of store 
Pink Flamingo - www.thepinkflamingosite.com  
Ask A Missionary - www.askamissionary.com 
Past ORU Missions Members/Leaders - Ask for suggestions about what worked best for them. 
Missions & Outreach Office - We have tons of supplies we can check out to you and your team.  


